
Pentecost, which means “fifty,” is the birthday of the 

Christian Church, occurring fifty days after Passover 

and the Resurrection of Jesus. 

 

Passover is held in March or April. Fifty days after the 

Passover, the Jewish people celebrate the Feast of 

Weeks, which occurs at the end of the grain harvest 

(Deuteronomy 16:9-16). This celebration is also 

called Pentecost. Jewish people celebrate Pentecost, 

or the Feast of Weeks, so they can thank God for the 

gift of harvested grain crops. The Feast of Weeks also 

commemorates the giving of the Ten Commandments. 

 

After Jesus rose from the dead, He spent time with 

His disciples. Forty days after His resurrection, as He 

was preparing to be received into heaven, He told His 

followers to wait in Jerusalem for the promise (Acts 

1:8). Those disciples (about 120) waited for ten days. 

Then, all the devout Jewish people who gathered to 

celebrate the Feast of Weeks saw a marvelous 

revelation of God’s power! That year during the 

festival, God poured out the Holy Spirit on each of the 

120 people who obeyed Jesus and waited on His 

promise. The New Testament church was born! 
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